
Reading Corner 

 
        

I want to commend those students who submitted an entry into the Young 
Author’s Writing Contest, sponsored by the State of Maryland International 
Reading Association Council (SoMIRAC). Each local State of Maryland 
International Reading Association Council will select one short story and one 
poem per grade level to submit to the state contest.  The State Young Authors 
Program Committee will then select a first and second place winner per category 
at each grade level.  All winning entries will be published in an anthology and 
each student author and his/her teacher will receive a copy.  A reception 
honoring all Young Authors first and second place state winners, their parents, 
families, teachers, chairpersons and judges will be held at the SoMIRAC 
Conference, from April 11, 2018 at the Hunt Valley Inn in Baltimore, MD. Good 
luck to the Jacobsville students who submitted an entry!  
Please continue to have your child participate in the BOOK IT Reading Program 
by reading at least 20 minutes every night. I want to congratulate Mrs. Hines’ 
class. EVERY student met the BOOK IT Challenge for the month of November.  
Jacobsville will also be participating in the #READ WITH ME Challenge during 
the month of January. This challenge is two-part. One part involves students 
working on a Home Bingo Board the week of January 8th-12th. The second part 
involves tweets of students reading at school. Prizes are awarded to the school 
with the most tweets. Mrs. Richards has attached more information with her 
newsletter article. Go Jacobsville! 
 
Now that the hustling and bustling of the holidays are over, we can relax 
and enjoy some wintry weather. Take advantage of cold inside days by 
snuggling up with a good book. It is a great time for parents to share a fun 
story with their children.  There are many benefits for snuggling up with 
your child and reading together.  
5 Benefits of Reading 
1. Kids who read often and widely get better at it. 
After all, practice makes perfect–or permanence-in almost everything we do and 
reading is no different from anything else.  
2. Reading exercises our brains. 
Reading is a much more complex task for the human brain than a task such as 
watching TV. Reading strengthens brain connections and builds new 
connections. So, cuddle up, read, and get those brains exercising! 
3. Reading improves concentration. 
Children must sit still and quietly so they can focus on the story when they’re 
reading. If they read regularly, they develop the ability to do this for longer 



periods. Improving concentration, can help your child build their stamina to read 
more complex texts.   
4. Reading teaches children about the world around them. 
Through reading, children learn about people, places and events outside their 
own experience. They are exposed to ways of life, ideas and beliefs about the 
world which may be different from those which surround them.  
5. Reading improves a child’s vocabulary and leads to more highly-
developed language skills. 
This is because children learn new words as they read but also because they 
unconsciously absorb information as they read about things like how to structure 
sentences and how to use words and language effectively.  
  
- See more at: http://www.best-books-for-kids.com/benefits-of-
reading.html#sthash.FWtS7Tcr.dpuf 
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